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HOW A THAI MEDICAL AGENCY WAS CLOSED AFTER IT 

QUESTIONED W O R K E R  SAFETY AT A FACTORY OWNED BY 1 

THAILAND'S LARGEST EMPLOYER BY TIM FORSYTH 

0 . .  e * * * * ~ * m * ~ m m * ~ * m * * o a * * * a m * ~ o e o m m m ~ m o ~ m o * m a  

D O W N  
FOR WEEKS Dt C h p ~  Mddilol;kul 'Idom'tcue~bigymacc.Ihawmyjobw 
had been investigatiog the dearhs of several &. Why don't you do ywrs?" Staporn, when 
workers at a Seagate Technology (Thailand) conrrrrrsd by ASIA, INC., admitted making the 
Lrd. computer diskdrive assembly plant nmr dl to Oraplm, but be denid thmttning tk 
Bangkok. The 3 6 - H  Thni doctor knew doctor in nay way. 

tk her w d  was comrowrsid. Her findings While the substance of rhe convcwion s 
of higher than nwmd levels of lead in the disputed, there is no doubt abut what fol- 
blmd ofrmployees at the U.S.&sd m p n y  lowed. lo September 1991, r month after 
a h d y  bd contribut@d to wders '  demorwra- \ 1 k i v i n g  S-'s d l ,  %p"n wsri removed 
tions for h r  s&ty conditirms. Still, Orapun :/ 1 h r n t h e ~ r e u m d r h e q m q g C b e h s d -  
w s u r p r i s e d w c & y i a ~ 1 ~ 1  w I m , u  ed, the NarW I h t u t e  af Omyrcuid and 
sbe d k e d  damg the kcoq -bly line, she STAroRn KAVITANON Environmental Medicine (NIOW), was 
wu summand to the c o m p y * s  hardtarn. DIRECTOR OF ~HAILRND'S c l d .  Almg with it w a r  T'bihds only pro- 
h, smunded by c o m p y  &rials, she INVESTMENT BOARD, gmm for r m t i q  and in-tigating worken 

~ ~ s ~ .  ALLEGEDLY THREATENED sulking fmm industrial contpminarim. 

The Ealler w u  Staporn Kavieangn, secrerarg OR. ORhPUN rn 1991 Wm tk agency h u t  down, as some now say, 

to then-Prime Minister A w d  Panyuncbun t o ~ u p r ~ o f i ~ r i a l p o i s a n i a g ,  wto 
and d b  general ot dK Thi Ehrd  ob Imtmtnc. As O~apuo w a k  an industrial dispute? It h d l y  i t ~ t r m .  w. By 
d rht conversation, Stnpam got directly to tkpoint: *What dosing rbe sgcncp., Tklaad's government gave w r y  indication 
you art doing i s  hurting Thailand! How dare you investigatt that i c  d d  ra tk t  %gn imesto~p than Thai 
Scagafe? 1 can htvc you fired!" Stunned, but unwilling to be a d  left a gapi~g hok in the gmmment's ability to provide 
intimidad, even by slrh a prominent b m ,  she replid, wcupPcid bdth  cpte. Thailand a h d y  is scrug&ling to  wer- 

CQt 

WO 

I firt 

1 WO 

: the 
' m  

1' rWr 

i r ~ t  
! 

T C  

bi 
ic r 
of fi 
d t  

rpn 
H 

recc 
Pral 
in ti 
sp* 
Ora 

' isrr) 

rePo 
rhc 
-u* 



ny job to 

m, when 
king rht 

ning rhe 

sarion is 
)hat fol- 
th after 

removed 
he h e d -  
d a d  
d), was 
'Illy pm- 
workers 

low say, 

Lg, or 
pun. By 

dimtion 
workem, 
provide 
:o wet- 

come a repurarion for inadeqrratc wfbrcement of oRAPUn AND THIS W t e  is the wqrld's largest indepdmt pducer 
worker safety redtions Bfter a twic toy kctory SMALL OFFICE AT A of cornpurer Mdisk drives. B a d  in Smts Valley, 
fire claimed the lives of at lcasr 188 Bangkok HOSPlTACARE Uifornia, ir opened i ts  first foreign awembiy p h c  
workers Eart May. NOW, tbrec d a k d f  &r 'OW THAT REMAIN in Singapore in 1982 and then two more in 1988 
the Sagate incident, more workers - this rime OF THE and 1989 in Thailand, where i t  now employs 16,000 
employees of Jqmm elecrronia factories in the wckers and claims to be Thailand's largest employ- 
m h  of Thailand - rn dying, and tbcre is rm governmeat agen- er. "Seagate IS a d d - c k  p& of hard drives," says R&rt 
cy to investigate the c a w  and treat the remaining workers. Katzive, vice president of Disk Trrnd Inc., a California-bwd 

idustry rPsearch firm. Tht company bas stayed consisrmtly prof- 
TODAY, ORAPU W is a dmw on the sraff of Bangkok's id le ,  ht says, by maintaining an uptda te  range of products 
Rajawithi Hospld, where NIOEM used to bc b a d .  An mrgtt- and b a t i n g  its factories where labr is cheap, At rhe same time, 
ic m o m ,  now 39, she is mted a Icvel-eight physician 0s a sale ware has dmwn iciricisrn for being a harddriving company 
d bur to 11. Sent4 in her 4, windowless &ce an the h p i -  h u e d  more on profits than on its workers. E m  ChidHxecutive 
ul's ninth floor, she removs kr glasses d w i p  tears from her Alan Shugart admittd in a 1 99 1 EIcrrronit Businw~ magazine 
eyes as sht recwna the events dthe p t  k v  yeus. interview that -Seagate Ihss] had a rap for not being very 

Her story begins during 1990 and 1W 1, w k n  the gwtmmmt employeeaimted." 
received news that four workers at Seagare's Factory in h u t  In thc early 199G-s k g a r e  k e d  a crisis of straregy. After years 

P h ,  3) kilometers (km) s o d  of Bangkok, M died. AU were d h h n g  its competitors' technological innovations and then 
in their 20s and,according to ct+workers, had experienced similar producing tbun in bulk, upsrart mmperiton like Comer Periph- 
symptoms of hmd~thes, fainting, m w &  aches and fatigue. e& Inc. fwd %gate to k o m c  a technological l d e r  again to 

Orapun, then NIOEMb *or, was ~PM by T h d d ' s  Min- &&a market s h e  and avoid bkw q d  out of - -- 
irtry of Public H d t h  to investigate the dmrbs. Although her kets. l h  compy's most competitive market sector was for low- 
rrpwt suggested industrial poisoning might hPw cwtributed to margin, 3.3-inch disk drives, &out 40  percent of which it n d m  

the workca' deachs, those findings wencunlly wen rejected. in Thniland. Simultaneously, Seagate's profits were d e r i n g ,  

"Unfortunarely," she says, 'it seems that ministers, and not doc- dropping nearly 40 p m n t  h m  $1 17.2 million i n  1390 to $72 
mrs, are who decide what c a w  deaths m." million in 1991. The kt thing the company wanted was a union 
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d e d i u g  higher wag- anel betrer conditions hr its 16,000 
workers in Thailand, 

l t ~ i n t h i a a f m o d p b m d c o s t c u r t i a g a o d s e r a r t ~ k ~  
that &qmn hqki her ht igarian into work d i t i o a s  at 

W t e  aad the possible masoas for its w a k e d  daths. Shc atlp 
lyzed b I 4  samplcg &om 1,17 J Seagpte workers at the Samut 

Prakan plant and b u d  that 36 of thn# snmpkd hed lev- 
& greater t h n  20 micmgmm (pg) of Id pr 100 miUilitcrs 
(ml) of Wood. In her r e p ,  completed in m l y  N u s t  1991, 

&&low cbe 80 w 120 pg per 100 ml IcwI conridered danpmus 
to & usually iadicate that wwkers shwld be t m n s h d  to dif- 
f m t  work envhmwm. Wte Plsa chimed rhat im erapiny- 
mi high I d  1 4  w m  ELWR likely the mult of living d t  

s a n g u s  m r i o I l s  aumnwbik pollut104. 
Orapua, bwmw d thm shdar & m n d d  at tk 

s a o ~ t i m e i n d i d t h e t d y 8 p u ~ e r r t  afbngkdc d c p o l i c c  
(many dwhom are ronswnrly erpaawl to &c h e 4  hsd more 
than 20 of lead per 100 mI of blood, c o n p a d  with only 2 
percent ofthe mmge Bangkok pyxhim. 

M a n y i n d e p m d c f l t ~ ~ s q . r t r a r c h r n n i c h l c v e l s  
dksdpoiwoiog me &ly tomus~dcafh. Orapunhtnelfm 

OrPpua c ia ird  ttus iadicacod wi- levels of ~ L D E R I N G  , COMMON suspm that the cornpang's workers may have been 
chronic (loag-wnn3 Id poisoning r the plnnr. S k  IN ELECTRONICS ~ m o d r c r t o r i c s u b a s u I c e r i n c h t w o k p k  
f i g u d  the htalities might haw occumd c j t k  FACTORIES, PROWCES Sbc sags th than 200 k g a ~  w o t k  h n ~ r  
k r w  of cbronir pisoning, or h a u s e  much LmD PUMt5 THAT ARE mplarined of W, insomnia, aching Mia 
higher acute levels o f 1 4  poisoning accumuhtcd in W'TWOUT and fariiuc. Although these sgrapcoms a p d  m 

someworkers.Theraaia~afleadiodecrroo- PROPER PRECAUTIONS have k e n  a d  by chronic lead phoning, sbc 
ics ktories is solder, a mesa1 compound that i s  q s ,  they cauld W e  barn aggrawd by the inkla- 
d t d  ad uscd to m ~ h  mytr to circuit boprdr. tion of 5olvenw. hiwao am commonly used to clean circuit 

Seagrre, in a letter to the Ministry d Public Hdth, mpawkd bards btfbxe components are attixhd to them. 
rhnc aacrst of its workers' W - t c a d  Levcis were much 1- thin Althmtgh Ompun's study did nat prwr t h  workplrsce ph- 
rht 4 @ g  thmhdd allowable u d z  l b  law or & inmnatim- ing mused the death, ir did mist the p i b d i t y .  Her fimhgs 
ally 1-W Limit of 50 per 1DO ml. Time limits, though were re+ in tk W press d by mid-hgw 1991, fears 
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abwt kad conmination were a k o r  in prompaiag hundreds of 
Sragate w o h a  to stage pnrtcsts in Bangkok oursick the mmp- 
ny's bdqumm% 4 fbt US, E m k .  Whn S e q g ~ u  f i d  87 
d c r s  in cormctim with the protests, employees stagid 6 
a demonstration m get thr workers reinstated d d k h  r 
u n h .  %gate nhLoed to budge, 4 wenruslly mked another 
621 workers. On one swelccting Scpcembu day a tk dispute 
4 its peak, -re c m p w  fiW the s u m s  in k m r  of 
~~s Gw-t Hwse in Brygkok to publicizc their con- 

cans. RKy cvw - to U.S. President Gtorgc B d ,  who 
wrsmaswevisir t o w a t r h e  time, 

Bm wither J3ush nor Thai officials appcarad imerrmd in imcr- 
vening on behalf of cht workers. A h h &  w e  is d-t to 
disclw financial derails 

gate investigation, only O w n  irmoim. Moreover, hue is no 
sign tbaz the government p k  to proceed with rhc $17.2 mil- 
lion hadgec, or the saff of 200, iacIuding 70 docrars, originally 
rllmad to the instirute under Thailand's Smtnth Five-Year 
Ph, whkh rurrp fmm 1992 to 1996. 

The insticute's c M n g  hs dTeaivrly crippled ~~s pip 

g m  fm train$ & apctted d dwtrial poisoning. The 
g o v r m m t ~ d h s m o J r r o f f i ~ h Q m p a t ~ a n d c m i -  
mmatd hdth cam undcr the lhpmncnt of H d t h  and the 
Minigup of l a b  a d  Social W&, ht thtir primary aim is co 

indusedal W n g  bp enforcing wockplooe sdkq r q u l a -  
ti-. m i l e  it i s  ~ i b l e  t h r  these agencies a n  also treat 
~ t h y k k t & ~ a e d ~ d - d  

for the MOM. 
about its Thai opera- Altbaugb they can- 
tions, its decision to not prwe the imcitute 
h e  kctorim ia ThBj- WPP c l o d  for political 
Id dcarly has broughr rcnsons, Orapun and 
tk country budreds of m y  dhercol!ea$uts 
millions of dollars in believe rhat to be the 
new investment and ~ . " I t i s d s e d b  
payroll and promoted gate was never really 
h h e t  industrial dewl- investigated,* laments 

opmem. It dm p l d  Surichai Wun~aeo, a 
Thailand's Board of sociology lecturer at 
Investment, which has Thailand's CbulPLong- 
been hptcidly tager to koin University and 
attract major interna- editnr 6 a  booL on tbc 
tional companies since impact of industrial 
the influx of Japanese poisoning in  ?haitnnd. 
immrmcnt kgan m slow in tk lPte 1- SEA6hTE FIRED 'ASktimdpqlecnrrmmcnbout SgztethPn 

Six wteks after Bnisbing her report into w u ,  MURE W A N  750 the need to investigate fume simtim." 
Orrpuo was d frmn che case and the medid WORKERS I N  Dr. Sidney Shindell, professor emeritus of the 
irrsricute (NIOEM) ww € 1 4 ,  just 16 months afm ' mlLowlNa M& College d W m  and co-organkr of an 
iIS b r i m .  " ~ e q l e  a m i d  rn mke the namc imud DEMOHs-rRAT'ONS occuparionai h d t h  cciucaum degret program in 

CAUIA6  FOR A U l lOM 
down fmm outside my dm. d rht dirarw drhe 

RHD s4ER 
~ , ~ r h a r ~ s ~ i t r r p e r s o l m l i -  

kpiral told me my &te was c l d .  My staff were 
CONDITIONS 

ry d her warus ar s woman dm may haw played a 

told to find work elsewhe~.' she m l l r .  'I don't role in tbt i n s t i d  & m k .  ShindtU & r i b  Om- 

understand. I was only doing my pb," New studies pun as 'a very campent and honest individual,' 
cnrriPd out by industrial hy- fmm 0 t h  gowmmm a p -  but &is thu "sk bPP a prablcm d pining respm, nor just fbr 
cia k m  c l d  rhe Seagate kctory of legal liabiliq. E v m d y ,  the new science of ~~cupatiod medicine but for trdf as n 
d~ industrid dl~pute died a w q  and no union wsts formed. w m m  in a tradirioxlPlly W o m i d  am." Ihe cwnmmts 

of the M t h  deporrmmt's N a m q d d i  lend some credwcc to 
ORAPU N STILL TREATS some of the 200 h a t e  that &cay. "We w e e d  to find swmme wbo cuuM mke me oT 
mkcrs initially d i m  as sufking f m  chrrrmc Id poisoo- the offla camrrcely: he ays. "bpun was cao young." 
iog. Because of this, there is  some debace a h t  ,whether the the fm the imitute's dmm, Ornpun main- 
NIOW wsp d y  closed. Ds. Namngdd A+uw&, - char i n d u d  phning remains o serious pmblern, one far 
deputydinctor g m m l  of TbPiIsnd's Dcpartmeat d Htrltb, morr &t rhPn grwanmmt d industry &ki& would like 

that the institute was simply made 1- importmt. -After to +dmit. f 3 r d q  h -, cbe cnsc d P m t  u i t i  
tbt seaptc &r, tht [Ministry of Public Harlth] did nm mp (m her d -1, who left her haole near n o r t h  ' h i h d b  
pregstheNIOEMbut~idecsdirs&,"km~Tearanwd m ~ i n c i ~ d ~ ~ a i a r h e n s b e a r s p 2 0 d ~ t 0 ~  
ro s h e  its duties between more offices." But the fm remains to find work. She was hired d m t  immediately at Seagate's 
chat d rtu institu&s sir p c m t  st& at the time d rhe Ste- h u t  P r a h  &wry, "Afm abut eight months in rhe company 



L A B O R  

I lxgan to feel mwcll. I had W h e s ,  insomnia. My eya hurt 
ind I Mt tired all tbt timt My spach was slurred, and I couldn't 
walk in a smight line; she saps. "I went to the k o r g  docror, 
htd&edidarasgirpemeh=kbpilh.Tbesympmmsdid 
not go away, and so I went to see Dr. Ompun. She said I had 
c b l d c  lead @miog." 

I d  poisoning can eentlt h m  ml- h. Bur Wce 

denies that this is pogsible at h n u c  Praknn, Says k c  K u k ,  
%gate's senior director for enviromcntal k l t h  and d e t y  

security in Califbtnh: "For lead fumes ro be genetat& you have 

M hat  lead to  m r  1,000 & g m  Fahrenkeit. You don't get 

fumm or ofi-gassing below that tempcracure. Out sbldering 
m e p  1 marimurn I d  of 700 degrees F h n h e i r .  Scicatifi- 
d y ,  there's no pmibility of l d  apxurc." 
However, an iadepeadwt expen in !cad paisoniag d-. 

'The melting p i n t  of l e d  i a  621.5 d t g m  W 4 t ,  P m  
are given off at any temperature lbwe this," mys Dr. Yvette 
Lofin, l m r  in Meal pathology nr the Chi- Unbmiy of 
H ~ ~ . I n b r c r , O r s p u n ' s J u r w r o f ~ ~ i o u a d  
el& b 1 d - l d  levels to be espKially @cnt work- 
ers inthoseppr~s ohtkpmdwtim linrdd with dching.  
In th -ion, for immncc, dmosr $0 p e m t  of 
the 148wbrkerr t d h s d k e L p ~ ~ t h P n 2 0 ~ d l d p e r  
100 ml ofblood. 

~ w a k P r ~ r u m n r r l s b W O C i C B d w i t h ~ . ~ W ~ U S C d  
m solvmt & TP-35. My j& w to bnuh ciicuit k& dth 
t h e t i q u i d i n ~ t o ~ t h r m ~ ~ d . W b i l e S t a g a l c  
bOS since stoppad Izling TP-35 hcmx it the tarrh's 
mame layet, it mys h u t  the dvenc, which d s  masdy of the 
chemical Freon, is &. "Pmn is not dangerous to huolans," 

~ ~ s K u h r e . H ~ a c r o r d i r i g t o g ~ 6 v m c h e  
Mi W r o r  Rewum Cmw r Hmg King-based labor or@- 
t 8 t i o P , " ~ a f ~ F ~ k t s c b u s e d i r r r ~ ~  
ands~deathbybcarrfailm,"sweIfasahtr,miEdcrsymp 
tamk hhmmeq while h d g a c i n g t h  & m y  in 1991, 
Orapuu sent samples d the crwlpnyh TP-35 to tb U.S. Cmm 
h r ~ C o n t m l ( C D C ) i o r a a a l y 9 s . T b e C J ) ( = f a u n d ~ t  rhc 
~ I s ~ n o r p r r e P m a , b u t a L s O e w c a i d ~ c b E d a &  
suchasbcnztat,~su8pectcdcairinogen. 

~ r r f r a e d t o b d i e v e ~ w h m s h e c ~ s h e h P d  
chronic l d  pea. SO in December 1992, the 22-ytx-old 
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#THE PROBLEM IS THAT NO 

HOSPlTAL IN NORTHERN THAILAND 

HAS THE EQUIPMENT To TEST 

FOR HEAVY-METAL POISONIIYG" 

cmpd a h g ,  shakily written letar to m l y  c k c d  Prim 
M h k e r  Cbuan Led+, dekcribing btr ~srsr and isking fur ass& 

A l t h q h  Cbuan didmt reply in- the laealpublir 
M r h  ~ t l x t m ~  hPs m d y  agreed to pay some compensatiw 
h r  k h a p i d  ks. 
P- cmtinm to m k  at S a p t c  in ordcr to suppff b 

l r o u n g c r s ~ s c o l l e g t c d ~ ~ a f i o n . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
sheb &ling much bemr t k c  days. Shr mainwjos. h e r ,  tbat 

many d her co-- a~ still ill. They hwe hendectrs ad 

THOUGH NOT PERFECT, M U t T l N A T t O N A t S  A R E  SOME 
OF T H A I L A N D ' S  BEST EMPLOYERS 

AEHOUGE URGE MUDEWTONAL compotntes &rn&hw draw 
~ ~ i I l ~ t h e p ~ ~ ~ l o a g I b e ~  
bmer employers. "MukhaUonals are normally best,'' sags 
-Seemeesap,P=l==wd~-- 

" - ~ . ~ ~ T h a i G o l l o d l ~ n ~ " m e g ~ ~  - .. 
~ I I A R S , a Q d ~ g m l ~ d ~ ~ n  

~ ~ ~ p w , - a c - ~ = p  
~ b ~ * t t k e ~ ~ u A Q d i n ~ a t  
tbewd35or40,youmaybewoMaopagd-lob," 
Reedralwta. 

Worker dmmcy groups say the mod camma nbtlsers d 
h r h v s m t h e a w n e r s o f d ~ . M ~ , q % J d Q c l  

a ~ o l ~ ~ ~ ~ o f w o m e n ~ o n ,  
~ ~ ~ r n ~ b 3 . 5 ~ ~ ~  
~ . ~ d b a b o r d 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 ~ a f R M e h a b o t u r  
6 O p e r c a p a p ~ ~ d E ~ ~ " k ~ ~ ' s  
d " .  ~ ~ ~ l t $ 5 ( 1 2 5 ~ ) a d @  
~ ~ r u k ~ b b d y ~ w h e r e ~ a r e ~  
or*-Qw*fsh 
"--has---*% 

I Mew wlg 49 of compb with the labor 
i & ' q 3 ~ d t h e ~ F ~ 0 1 1 . ~ e p r o b -  
h i s w w s e o u $ l d e ~ h e a d d q d ~ ~ t ~ e  
wd -T.E 
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MIANWHILE. IN THE mhm TbPi - d b  
~ , c b c ~ d ~ ~ ~ m r r y b t ~ .  
~ ~ 3 0 ~ ~ ~ M a l , ~ i s a ~ ~ c d  
~ ~ ~ ~ a d , p i n c c 1 9 B 5 , t b c s i t c o f ~ ~ ' s N 0 ~ ~ h -  
c m R e # i m I n d ~ ~ . ~ M a r c h  1993dlWmmy 
i ~ , a t l t a p c t O & d b n r i e d i d t b e r t & ~ d a u m -  
s b m o c o , ~ ~ b e l I o e ~ W h a I - t b ~ ~  
t o ~ o r ~ m . A l l ~ a b a b g b o y ~ a t c b E ~ E o r  
f a r e i g r s ~ n o n i c s ~ ~ . ~ d t h o w ~ i o d l l c C .  

dcsncrp$liag#rberi&bthtbmr." 
~ d ~ s p u m t s w o E k c d i r t ~ p ~ i  

&end el-c circuits. His kther h d  beem a & p- 
aror at KSS Bltcmnicr (Thailand) Ck fit1 &rcc years. Hb 
m b r  did soldmiq for Tokpo Try Ca. Amrrber Tokyo Tip 

m 23-yur-ald d i d  rrcrsltly. O c k  victim 
~ f m n H q Q ~ ~ C o . , B ~ i l c s ~  
h d ) ~ . ~ a d s i d i w q  o E ~ ~ i ~ . ) , ~ C o i ~  
-1- Cd, PM. l3mh Co. (the OElly U S . 9 w d  r;ampmg) 
d rwo fmm MWW, According to to-w&cm and family 
d , d * ~ d ~ ~ ~ W & t l c a ~ e r s c M d  
b y k w , k , b o c h B d - d ~ d a i d C f i i d d  
t h d a t h ~ ~ ~ d b y i a d n s ~ ~ s a n i o g a n d r t d r b p t  

t b c p m a t d r & ~ ' S h r i  
dkysmh?B&MtbcrpEaar 
tb c d w t  investigati- h o  

d x ~ d ~ ~ .  
~ T ~ p W a s m e o h &  

l d c y m . N m 2 5 1 ~ t q p  
~ l t t h c B k f w f a m b  
factory in 1988. Like many 

lap alsn~sidE the factories 
whcrc &p inhabitants haye 
h l d s  n e w ~ w , c r s m -  
p h  wirh shop sad ccmplcs. 
Maprecb job wss to prepare 
CemdcdUmi~ pl.am h a- 
d e c i n g , b t h t i r # m i d i m  
hd&liunaceftSIbB&end 

& l m m  in her*, 
'I s ta r t4  k l i n g  anwelt in 

early t B 3 . ' ' s k ~ - * a C y  kd 
mdklyPmed.1Mtdmaad 

ingthe&-enmm&tumM~l~fa&in&- - A f U T f O w R w R S  t i r s d . I t ~ e a t r o r & ~ d o e r o r a d s b e ~ m e  
hlriry a, a J w .  AT *ORTHLRm it d go away in t i m ,  but is Wt. Fiarrlls I 
The b y ,  C h b p h m  'Nn bphun ,  wkq only ~ G ' Q n  INWm'& hr an h p m k i  u tbc BkGmkk Hqid 

h m m r k i  oldwhenbaditd k M o r c h .  H e m .  IN tAuPHur i, ~ l h ~ ~ p  m, I gpePg a & b? w t .  

ldmirtbd t ~ w W b - k H o g P ; t . l d -  HAVE DIED RECEMTLY ed I hnd aluminum poimiqg.- 
t e r i g S f r m D a m k s t d a d i n ~ p r r i n .  ~ b a * o d i s b c s ~ d l m ~ i p d r a d -  
h e o o r d i a g t o h i s g r a n d ~ h , ~ I f n m t b c t i m e h e ~  i q p t b e h p i d s ~ d i a r p c d i a n d P w d h J u l y  
P r l m i t d u n t i l h i g ~ k ~ B e o p p b d a g i a g . h d d m m  2 1 . n I m l d m g ~ w h P t t h e ~ d ~ s a l d , b u t & W t  
l e p o a t s % ~ t h b o p b a d d i a d . a f m j n ~ ~ , b u t h i s m l -  k d c ~ e m t - s h c ~ ~ ~ I h d g a a r b y m V s e i f c o c k ~  
aha c o n r i m  to b e k e  rhu Ebe child wss parsoamd. In &wc, jt w.* BdCCOtmkk Hojpid later w i t h h m  its diqmek deb 
k r ~ c P l l y ~ i b l e f b r S e P d w b t ~ b m ~ r o d w i r  m i n ~ m p h h g . k p b 8 n - T W t h ~ m s c P r e d  
c h i l r t r m e i t l # r ~ h ~ ~ c m z i l k , m h i n e h e d d ~ h  d m y b o p a , * f i + d ~ t & c o s e , ~ d ~  
t k i r ~ a g . ~ d m o m p m b l a q t t # ~ ~ , A m u M a  d i ~ o r B ; s a r ~ m ~ ~ c * e ~ m u s ~ d d c a i d t h s t  
f r m p h u o , 2 7 , d i e d f r m a h r t ~ & k h g i l l f h a ~  ~ ~ h P d ~ c a m e t o t k ~ e p m ~ h e n t o M d m t  
Tbe kc of the Grmily, his mother hogtido,  28, d i d  on rbt- hs her n d i d  d p o  as @ cbm olwadcd, 
~ 1 7 ~ 4 d ~ ~ , a n ~ ~ p n d  ~ f f r a t b r ~ ~ ~ i a d ~ ~ n g ~ b e ~  
p r d y 9 i s f i x ~ ~ t I u .  UAmuMbrmgbthishdyatekvi- o u t a s c b t a m e O E t b e ~ d e a t h s i n ~ ' I m d & , "  
$ m ~ ~ , ~ t m m i r o r l , g m ~ m w r o g B o o a m i ' H t  k ~ d . I T b e p r P W e r a b ~ a o h p i d i n m h e r n ' f l r a i l a n d  



has rhe equipment to t a r  for heavy-metal poiwing." 
Ont&bodrdMayum~handSaE~h,ddc-rrdpathcs. 

"These are murb I got four years ago when a liquid a t  work 
s p W m m y ~ , " ~ ~ l a i a a d . " I b e d a r w ~ t h e y w e r t  
c h i d  burns. They still hwen't gwre away 

"After I h m d  that tht bpital hd changed their mind, I gw 
wortid. My symptoms got wow a d  I kgaa to keep a diary of 
h r n y i h c h l q d - j u s t i n - I d i a d d & n a a d -  
ed i rhmdon.  Then my f r i d  Wongdwn coilaped at work and 
later d i d  io Sepcmtbtr. I W t  want to 

eaduplikeher,soIfidlyI$ttkcan- 
paay in Cktober," Although G l s c r ~  
m i c s  c o r d i m  t h t  o m  of irs workers 
died kt Sepwnkr from a &n hemar- 
h g e ,  a common symptom of wl~ent 
poisoning, the company denies this 
resulted from indusrrial poisoning. 
Msyum *ys she is now fkling slightly 
ktcg but adds, -1 haven't me id  my 
cornpensarion yet from wtkr  the compa- 
n y " C k g m m m t . "  

Mast workers at the N o r t h  Region 
Industrial Estacc am simply happy to 

haw jobs. Many are migrants from d 
a m s d a w t h w m c a b S t ~ t R h b  
are ager to work tong himi, h e n  ma 
shifkaday,toearnutm mobq. Ww 
rim offer financial incentives to rheir 

h the I d  M r h  authority indicated tbar all of tk & 
who died bad either left the hcmia, arwle  sat wacking directly 
with kad, ar were HlV ~ i t i v e ,  that is, currying the virus that 

my lad  tom. 
AIDS, in fact, is becoming an increasingly serious problem 

~twrthernTbaikad.PubkHealthMinisttywwysin 
1993 found n d y  9 percent of pregnant women in Iamphun 
prnvince aad some 40 percent ofnwcbem 7 h h d  pmticutts m 
k W pmitive. But if the link bemm industrial poisoning and 
wockd * has yet to be p o d ,  chc connection with MIX is 
easier to disprove Academics sr Chiang Mai Unlvemity claim 
that no mom t b n  rhm of & works that have d i d  recently 
were b n  KO lx HlV @time. AIDS a h  bs different symp 

toms. "If someme is HIV positive and 
then dies of the symptoms of ltpd or sol- 
vent p&oning, it  can & assumed chat 
tbey died of poisoning and not AIDS," 
says Dr. Khanchit Lirnpakarnjanarat, 
n d j ~ n ~ t  d d t  of the WADS 6 1 -  
laboration project btween Thailand's 
Public Hcalth Miniscry and the U.S. 
CDC. * h u h  b AtDG mmnally come 
frwn oppmmktic infmioas like pneu- 
monia or d i d ,  pius a marked wight 
1- over a period ai perhaps a dccade. 
W t h t  symptoms like these, a parimr 
wnuoc be said to haw died of AIDS," 
IulmChif says. 

Jmnphn's problem & wrns di&r- 
ent from the so-called "Sudden Unex- 
plniwd Bdl syndrome" (SUDS) seen in 
rerent y m  among o w m  Thai work- 

most pductiw wodras a d ,  imaically, em. According to Wisconsin pmkssor 
the M e s t - w o r k  are often among those who 

IHDUSTRlAL ESTATE 

GOVERNOR SOMCHET 
Shind$l, SUDS =curs overnight without 

~ ~ * s ~ t h c y ~ @ ~ ~ r ~ ~ *  fn lrrhp narra:nE wuning. In  Iamphun, a11 victims were clearly 
d i h  the -- Mayurn, fw i-, w p  sbt ED DEICfHS ,,, unwd hfm dying. Samples h m  n 2 1 -year old 

d t ~ h i g h m d d l y b o a u s d ? f Z ~ u s e s k  t A ~ ~ n V r s o n f i r n s  warnan who d i d  at Muma in k c e m k  1993 ar;~ 
 to^ 10,000cenmicphpcrrtay 
instead of the required 4,500. h Na h p h u n ,  wbo died in 
March 1993 ,workd12hwrsadaympyadfhhdebufrom 
bupw househoid g d s  for bis Eamily. 

WORRIED BY PRESS s+ion about the- of 
dmb~in~uqdregovcrnmoEthe lartus tr iaIEsmeAuth-  
ity d Th?iW mAT), Somdbet Tbi-, called a p ~ s s  con- 
~ l a s t N ~ t o d i s p c l d m k E a l l a d ~ ~ . A s  
mpen rase during tlae conkcnce, ht fhasgcd tb p r ~  wirh 
W b l e  spcrulariw m o t i d  by profiraering d 
political mamuvering. SMnchct b W  the workers' death on 
Acquirsd Immune DEfichcy Syndmme (ND6). 'All d the nears 

which b been r e p d  is hyporhecid, bur i t  chqesthe EAT 
aQd &smys rtat i n e m c o t  at-," be rold Iblld Sukin d 
c b t ~ ~ p p T & r \ I d m s - 1 P . c E L a i r n a d t h a t r r p a r t s  

d y z c d  in ChiPng Btai's b p i & .  T ~ E  d ~ r m a l  
~ ~ w a p w c H I V p i t i v c . T b e ~ p l c 9 ~ m b e m e r a m -  
ined for hvy-metal pipoming, howwler, s ine thm are nr, kili-  
ties for such ming in wwrhrm "Ildmd. 
T t  ht dvmts is more dZmdt, and solvent pisoa 

ing would be hicopcovemenifThailaad hdpropertescing 
k i l i t k .  Yaopia Nakmwn, 23, died on Peb- 1, 1994, a 
month dtcr laving T w  Try Co., whert she I d  worked for sk 
nwmdu. k c d i n g  m6amilymembm, herskin h a d d y e l -  
low, d she e v e n d y  d i d  d water in her lunp- 'Symptoms 
i i h  cbcse mggat skdied d h e m  Wurt m a  mulr dlivctdis- 
ease - a possible mult of solvent poisoning," says Chines Uni- 
m i r y  p~hdogisr Idin. 'Howwer, m e  are unlikely m find 
sol- in the bodp W they -rate or k o m  h r M  
Y w  cbcll k ta prwe that solvents awed the liwr disese, a d  
ther Eaa bt Wdt." 



, WHEN INFORMED by Asu, INC. ofthe MANIT AND 00-I lighting a cig~recte. T h a t  is d y  lying, t d l y  
: 

deaths in Lamphun since his Noaernkr p m  con- SAENSOM'S 2 !-YEAR- Iying! The problem ar S q ~ e  was chat thc h r  

ference, Somchtt, of Thailand's Industrial Estate OLD D ~ 6 H T E R  MATIYA was nor trying to do a s d y ,  but h e a d  npioiting 

I Authority, vowed to investigate. 'And if n c c v ,  IN OECEMBER a +I- which led to a w&." Then, -ti% 

we can CIW factories t b  pose a heal& hazard." he WoRu'N' AT the same theme r a i d  earlier with Orapun, he 
mid. The problem of providing M c h  caw, howcv- HURATA'S FACTORY FOR -, .Il you rhiS you -.- 

20 MOHTH5 
er, remains the rspansibility ofTl-&land's Ministry Cotlceming the h p h u n  workm' deolrhs, Srapm 
of Public Hcalt h. poinred to k d  reports of= and denied r h t  
Dr. Narangsakdi of the ministry's Department of Heel th my of the workers* deaths were the fault of the f w r i e s .  When 

agreed chat the dea~hs in h p h u n  appear unusd. "We hew dud Bhaut the pedlinl rirk f- led and h t s  in l l d m d s  

sent a team of epidemiologists to investigate, but not Dr. Orapun new electronics ktorics, he responded, 'I am nor a scientist." 
h u g e  her hospital p d m d  her to stay in Bangkok." Orapm Eventually, rather rhm disputing the dlegations of induscrid 
confirmed thar a t a n  of d m a  was sent to Larnphun, but says poisooing, he a r p d  that TtmilPnd is no wrse on that counr than 

that she was wtualIy the one who organized the tam after r m i v -  mber Asiaa countries, "Why write abut Thai ld?  Why not the 
ing a h c e r  of complaint h rhe sick wdecr, Mayurn. If tm, PRilippincs? b Thailand tht only country whcre workers die?" 
this suggests thar no 0 t h  government agency has yet filled tbe Thailand's w o r k  are undouhdly AM alone in that pdica- 
mk of the NIOEM. mcnt. But ro the f r i d  a d  h d i e o  of lamphun's young, d d  
In search of answers, ASIA, JNC. a p p m d d  S t w p m  K a v i w n ,  workers, that is Iirtic d r i m .  Many of them are now wader- 

k r o r  general of Thailand's powerful Board of Investment. A ing wherhcr moa of rhrir neighbrws will  die simply - heir 
busy and impwt;mt man, it was mcamq to visit his o&ce three h i r e  Ibr a better lik Led them to jobs in dK electronic+ indwry. 
times and then wait outside for two hours before being granted To communities close to northern Thailand's b l b n g  dmron- 
an dieme. Inside, Stapom's welcoming style quickly grew wi- i s  assembly Lines, t h e m  imponant question is whrn Thaihnd's 
t a d  and t e w .  govement will &gin pying  as much attention to its peopltb 

'I did not &ten to dose down any medid O&CC," he fumed, Wch as it does ra wooing EMeign invwtors. 


