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T he tourists s t a d  coming 20 years 
ago, w k n  P h  h a  was std a a- 
ket town for o 'urn. Now the opium r has lon gone, but e tw is ts  have multi- 

p w *  gn a day, t h e  village d 900 
mv receive 300 visitors. 

Yao high priest Leh Tsan Kway wel- 
comes the change. "Twuimn has made Me 
b," he savs. "Wore, we d only 

L OW. we a n  surviw by phting crops. V 
, a h  seU souvenirs to tourists. We a r e  bet- 
s ter off, and less dependent on a g i i c u l m "  

SuchviwswouklplensetheTwriun 
Authority of W a n d .  The T)ML Go- 
ment has encouraged hiIl famm to adopt 
tourism as mother wav to replace the in- 
come once brought opium. But unlike 
mom o b v i i  substitutes such as cabbages 
and smwbemm. taurlsm provide inccrme 
rvit hout agriculture. Traditional shifting 
,ulth.ation has deforest4 much oi upland 
northern Thaihnd, and many cansewa- 
tionists daim that new cnsh uops cause 
water pollution and soil e r u s h  
7- dominates daily mutint: 

Leh T-n Kway explains " E w y  day we 
s e t u p ~ t o s e l l g ~ t o ~ t s . ~  
first & arrive before 9 a n  Tourists 
s p n d  20 minute Wiing photqigphr md 
thendriwontothemthilltn .\Veaw 
thnwstamsiMeYaoviUageinheam, 
and so get manv coach trips." 

Pha Jh has als\-ay benefited horn its 
l a t ion-  Yao hiberpeople founded the 1-d- 
lage 45 vmrs ago whm they left mrbn 
Lam b avoid taxes tmm Pat het Lao fwees. 
Ouring the 19605, Pha Dua supplied and 
traded opium under dirwtibns horn the 
-Kwmintang settlemRIt 1 5 L b m e  
tses away at hi Mae Salong. Thy, the 
site near Mae Chan in R a  prow 
ince is a popular staging post for tourist 
trips to more hmws sit& in the &Men 
Tnangle such as Mac Sal and C h h g  San 

we enjoy wa1ting for tour&." says 
Jong Taye Sim. At 29, she depends on 
tourism to feed her tr\ o children and aged 
mother. "We bu?. wooden elephants, 
opiumpipandotkhinketsatamarket 
in Burma, We a h  embroider hats and 
clothe-" T&b are m t l v  middkaged, 
on peknge tours irom Europe ca bpan. 
They bargain for g d s  and watch street 
Ken- of women In traditional ~ndiga 
gowns, and children in -let W k  hats 
"I prefer French t w l s  to Japam.  ' jong 
Taye Sioa pkes. 'They bargain 16s. and 
appmdate my needlework mare." 

Some p p l e  w~ that twrism on this 
scale might d a m p  the dhm ai the Yao. 
Hill tribes are the p m r y  tourist attrae- 
tion of mhem lhaihd.  and an- 
gpts haw qudond whPther the * 

developed groups rnay k Identity, richest buy pi&-u trudcs. But the honest 
But Leh Tsan Kway is optimistic. m g m m  &tobuy toseh 

'There is no pmblem," he silys "\lost tau- T h q  have b work the soil wry hard." 
ists stay on the mln met next to the stalk Tourism, it seems, has not redu& agricul- 
Sometimes imprtant wedding iestivals hm 
mheldinhowsnearbybutimtwvlsts S l l c h l o w t ~ t u r n s ~ v i l l a g e m t o  i 
find out. In fia, %eve would preier more in- try their own schemes. Silwrware h m  I 
temtinwrdture.Besi&s,ifIsxvilbg- Y a o ~ g e s i n ~ d n p ~ i s ~ a t P h a .  

hawing moam clothes. I set a n p y  Dua. Villa ws have a h  built a 'Yao Mu- 
and sav they w+U s t ~  the taurists cPPning. m* to q I a v  antiques. 
If mything, tourlsm snfmes tradition" 

fm 
But while there is enthusiasm, burmess I 

However, twrism is still de~hping  at acumen is questionabk. "h Yao have 
PhaDua,andsomepmbkmswunlly~ builttlwm~~Ominuteslromthegate 
dated with aties are spreading to d ar- wkre tourists arrive," cornplarncd one 
a. "A man from India offered ta pay Batrt tourist guide. "Few burls& go near. Yao 
15m IUSS7ll) for a young Yao ~vife," re georrrancy, the folklore guidhg the k a -  . 

tion of buildings, prevented its location 
near the gate: 

9 kDchafailureisrhcpurdwedunr- 
! wnirsbearingthe-W frwnthe 

market in Bunna. Twrists =?" augh at the 
mistake, but it suggests Yao culture is 
d y  to rnanage toumm thoroufiy. 

MupsnoQsUrprkingIy,hPhaddis- I 
a@@ many twri*. Advertising sug- I 
gests W1 b i b  a ~ e  remote and *live. I 

We did no4 come here to buy wooden el- 
ephants," a French woman said. '%vRy ase 
t h e  people so co-t" 

P haDuanwfxtstheriskthattmw 
ism may h g e  from madr trips ta 
resort and hotel development. 

Ndghbwuing A h a  villages have a h d p  I 
sold land to a BangaOk dwelopr, and in 
1991 a T a i w ~ e ~ e  group in league with lp I 
d Chinese offered to hry woodland abwe I 
PhaDua.'WerwdtobecontroUedbythe I 
Chinese at Doi Mae Won&" says Lek T m  I 
Kway @y. ' I t  sem we will be in the r 
futun." 

As a communrq slill dependent on ag- I 
Yao tibesmPn loh and Ms wifa May Ssng. nculture, Pha Dua must maintain mntral i 

of its bnd in d m  to sunive Twrinn has I 
pwted one sklhlder. '% s p t  an hour he]@ M W t e  opium, but it bs raot re t 

talking, but left empty-handed," placed a g r i d w .  The greatest that to 
PhaDuaisnottwrismbutbrddevelop 

I I rmtmm's mhnl irrpa ir x* w, om+. As U* Thai Gwnnawnt chma I 
far, the financial M t  of sialls m y  when to redorest, it must deEida if Pha I 
seem pi five. But stallholders away Dua's value as a twrht atmaion excleeds I 

from Pha Dua's train gate may make two i is  role in s u p p d y  damam agricul- i 
or three sales a dav, and make jwt Baht 30 hw. 
or M. 'We do r d  want to sell land to dewl- 

"We get cash from tourism, but we opers,'' ~1y-s Lah Tsan Kway. "But if our r 
couldn't s m r  on it alone," s a y  Jow Kek land is going to be Feaffomted anyway, 1 
Kwav, a i ah  d ~wr. Villagers cbim bur we m y  sell md leave, At mt, I hap? 
krn provldar on average just 31 of tad f&m may help us k q  w badition I 
h h o l d  income. Ttte rest cmnes from and land. But u h d e l y ,  I fear for them I 
cash crops, and the value oi nonash hth" . 1 
crops. Money from tounsm is ohen put 
w into agncultum. ~ m ~ w q l h i s a , ~ r * ~ a d ~  I 

"Stallholders hire labart to do a d -  m -1 and devebpmenl h u m  In 1 
turd work," e x p h  tsh Tsan Ktvay. The -st M a .  I 
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