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RESEARCH INTERESTS  

Labor Economics and Public Policy in developed and developing countries.
 
CURRENT POSITION    

Princeton University Visiting Associate Professor in Economics 2010- 
University of London  - Queen Mary Tenured Associate Professor (Reader) in Economics 2006- 
CEP, London School of Economics Research Associate 2000- 

 
EDUCATION 

PhD Economics - University College London  2000 
Visiting doctoral student UC Berkeley  1998-00 
MSc Economics – London School of Economics  1994 

   
  OTHER AFFILIATIONS   

CEPR, London Research Affiliate (Public Policy and Labor Economics) 
IZA, Bonn Research Fellow  
CESifo, Munich  Research Fellow  
CHILD, Turin Research Fellow  

   
PAST EMPLOYMENT   

University of London  - Queen Mary Assistant Professor (Lecturer - on leave 2002-05) 2000-06 
EOPP, LSE Research Associate 2002-05 
STICERD, London School of Economics Research Fellow 2003-05 
STICERD, London School of Economics Research Officer 2002-03 
   

EDUCATION 
PhD Economics - University College London  2000 
Visiting doctoral student UC Berkeley 1998-00 
MSc Economics – London School of Economics  1994 

   
HONOURS, PRIZES, RESEARCH GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS  

Inter-American Development Bank small research grant  2009 
Nuffield Foundation New Career Development Fellowship in the Social Sciences 2002-05 
ESRC Research Grant 2003-05 
CNR Fellowship for research abroad 2000 
NATO Advanced Fellowship 1998-99 
University of Naples Fellowship for studies abroad  1995 
Isveimer Fellowship for studies abroad  1993-94 

  
SHORT TERM VISITING RESEARCH POSITIONS  

University of California, Berkeley 2004,05,06,07,08
World Bank - Research Department 2004 
University of Munich 2004 
Universidad de Republica, Montevideo 2001,02,03,04,06
Pontificia Universidad, Rio de Janeiro 2003  
Universidad de San Andres, Buenos Aires 2003  
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PUBLICATIONS 

- in refereed journals 
Minimum Wages and Earnings Inequality in Urban Mexico. Revisiting the Evidence, with (M. Bosch), 

February 2008, forthcoming, American Economic Journal: Applied Economics. 
Industrial structure and child labor. Evidence from Brazil (with F. C. Rosati), forthcoming, Economic 

Development and Cultural Change. 
Local labor demand and child labor, (with F. C. Rosati), forthcoming, Research in Labor Economics, 

(special issue on Child Labor). 
Changes in Returns to Education in Latin America: The Role of Demand and Supply of Skills (with C. 

Sánchez-Páramo and N. Schady), Industrial and Labor Relations Review, p.307-326, 63, January 
2010. 

Giving Children a Better Start: Preschool Attendance and School-Age Profiles, (with S. Berlinski and S. 
Galiani), Journal of Public Economics, 92 (5), p.1416-1440, June 2008. 

Child Labor and the Labor Supply of Other Household Members, Evidence from 1920 America, 
American Economic Review, December 2006, 96(5) 1788-1800. 

Why Do Most Italian Youths Live With Their Parents?, Intergenerational Transfers and Household 
Structure, (with E. Moretti), Journal of the European Economic Association, 4, 2006, 800-829.  

Can the Scala Mobile Explain the Fall and Rise of Earnings Inequality in Italy? A Semiparametric 
Analysis, 1977-1993, Journal of Labor Economics, vol. 22 (3), 2004, 585-613. 

Shifts in the Demand and Supply of Skills. A single index model with a continuous distribution of skills, 
(with A. Manning), Oxford Bulletin of Economics and Statistics, 69, 2007, 635-666. 

Regional Mismatch and Unemployment. Theory and Evidence from Italy, 1977-1998, (with B. 
Petrongolo), Journal of Population Economics, 19 (1), 2006, 137–162. 

`Telecommunication reforms, access regulation, and Internet adoption in Latin America, (with Antonio 
Estache and Tommaso Valletti), Economia, vol. 2, 2, 153-217, 2002. 

Skills Mismatch and Unemployment in OECD Countries, (with B. Petrongolo), Economica, 66, 1999. 
 
- under revision  
The Cost of Grade Retention, CEP working paper 1534, May 2007, resubmitted to the Review of 

Economics and Statistics. 
The Impact of Immigration on the Structure of Male Wages: Theory and Evidence from Britain, (with A. 

Manning and J. Wadsworth), September 2007, resubmitted to the Journal of the European 
Economic Association. 

 
- working papers 
School Proximity and Child Labor: Evidence from Rural Tanzania, (with F. Kondylis), CEP working papers, 

1537, revised June 2007. 
Government Transfers and Political Support (with E. Miguel and A. Vigorito), 2009, NBER working papers, 

w14702, submitted. 
 
- in books  
Youths in the Labor Market and Transition from School to Work in Tanzania, (with Florence Kondylis) in 

J. Fares and M. Garcia (eds.). Youth in Africa's Labor Markets (Directions and Development), 
Washington. D.C, 2008. 

School-to-Work Transitions in Sub-Saharan Africa: an overview, (with L.Guarcello, F. Rosati, J. Fares, 
S.Lyon and C. Valdivia), in J. Fares and M. Garcia (eds.). Youth in Africa's Labor Markets, The 
World Bank, Washington, D.C 2008. 

Wage Indexation and the Evolution of Returns to Education in Italy, 1979-1992, in Richard B. Freeman 
(ed.), Inequality Around the World, Palgrave, 2002. 

European vs. US Unemployment: Different Responses to Increased Demand for Skills?, (with R. 
Jackman, R. Layard and B. Petrongolo) in R. Layard, Tackling Unemployment, MacMillan & San 
Martins Press, 1999. 

La Domanda di Lavoro: Progresso Tecnico Non Neutrale e Domanda di Skills, in C. Lucifora (ed.), 
Occupazione, salari e mercato: la ricerca in economia del lavoro in Italia, Mondadori, 2003. 

Dispersione Salariale e Scolarità, in Rapporto sulle retribuzioni e sul costo del lavoro 1997, Consiglio 
Nazionale dell'Economia e del Lavoro, Giuffrè editore, 1997.  

La Curva dei Salari in Italia: 1977-1991, (with B. Petrongolo), in Struttura della contrattazione, flessibilità 
e differenziali salariali in ambiti regionali, Biagioli, Caroleo and Destefanis (ed.s), ESI, Napoli, 1996. 
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RECENT PRESENTATIONS 
2009: Paris School of Economics; Bocconi University; CEPR Public Policy Meetings, Copenhagen; 

NBER Public Finance Meetings, Cambridge, MA; UNDP Human Development Report Office, New 
York; Inter-American Development Bank. 

2008: CEPR Labor Economics Meetings, ; Columbia University; Ente Einaudi, Rome; London School of 
Economics; LUISS, Rome; NBER Political Economy Meetings, Cambridge, MA; University of Siena; 
University of Southampton; World Bank-IZA conference on Employment and Development. 

2007: University of Bologna; CEMFI, Madrid; Instituto de Análisis Económica, Barcelona; University of 
Reading; University of Sussex; Tinbergen Institute, Amsterdam; World Bank, Washington DC; World 
Bank-IZA conference on Employment and Development; Sorbonne University. 

2006: University of California, Berkeley; Bocconi University; Collegio Carlo Alberto, Turin; Ecole Normale 
Supérieur Paris-Jourdan, Paris; Institute for Fiscal studies, London, London School of Economics, 
Oxford University, Toulouse University. 

INVITED LECTURES 
"Access to School and Child labor", Child Labour and Education for All, orgainzed by UCW, FAFO and 

Global March against Child Labour, Oslo 20–21, October 2008. 
"Desafíos y metodologías para la evaluación de impacto de las políticas públicas", Ministerio de 

Desarrollo Social and Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay, April 2006. 
The Evolution of Returns to Education in Italy, 1978-1992, XII World Congress of the International 

Economic Association, Buenos Aires, Argentina, August 1999.  
 

REFEREEING 
 American Economic Journal Applied Economics; American Economic Review; Economic Development 
and Cultural Change; Economic Journal; Industrial and Labor Relations Review, Journal of Development 
Economics; Journal of the European Economic Association; Journal of Labor Economics; Journal of 
Public Economics; Quarterly Journal of Economics; Review of Economic Studies, plus others. 

National Audit Office; ESRC; Italian Research Evaluation Exercise.  
 

ADVISING AND CONSULTANCY   
Lead research advisor: UCW (World Bank – Unicef – ILO Interagency project on Child Labor) 
Ministerio de Desarollo Social - Uruguay; World Bank; ILO; Health and Safety Executive, UK. 

 
OTHER 

Research grants board member: French National Research Agency (ANR) 
Co-Editor: Labor 
PhD Examiner: Royal Holloway University of London, Warwick University, University of Copenhagen, UCL, Paris 

School of Economics. 
External Examiner University of London External Programme (Labour Economics), 2001-2003 

   
RESEARCH ASSISTANTS/PHD STUDENTS DIRECTED Current destination 

Paula Giovagnoli (Demand for skills in Latin America) DESTIN LSE (PhD student) 
Florence Kondylis (Child labor in Tanzania)  World Bank 
Gabriel Burdín (Plan de Atencion Nacional à la Emergencia Social) University of Siena (PhD student) 
Cecilia Vera (Grade retention in Uruguay)  CEPAL, Santiago, Chile 
Ingo Wladimir Outes-Leon (Child labor in Brazil) University of Oxford (PhD student) 
Diego Aboal  (Grade retention in Uruguay) University of Essex (PhD student)
Emmanuel Couralet (Child labor in Brazil)  World Bank 
Giuseppe Vera (Political economy and corruption) Bank of England 
Zeenat Soobedar (Welfare transfers and female Labour supply) Open University 

   
 MEDIA    

Radio interviews: BBC World Service, BBC Radio 5, BBC Radio Cambridgeshire, Radio Capital, Radio 
Montecarlo, Radio-Svizzera Italiana, Radio El Espectador, Radio Sole 24 Ore, RAI 1, Voice of America. 

TV interviews: CNN Business News, BBC 4 News, BBC World News 
Newspapers interviews : Associated Press, Reuters, the Observer, Newsweek, New York Times. 
Research featured in: The Guardian, The Independent, TIME, Corriere della Sera, the Daily Telegraph, La 

Repubblica, Metro, Die Welt, La Tercera, Reuters, Hurriyet  
 


