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Riots and the city

Hindu nationalism & city of Ahmedabad, India

Implications for practice of urban planning.

Abstract:

This paper attempts to suggest that, particular form of dialectical relationship exists between local social geography and national political geography; and that these are embedded in each other. In order to understand better the phenomena of production and reproduction of violent, inimical identities, I suggest that we need to look right at the level of habitation-that is the form of habitation in cities and settlements. 

Using production logic the paper argues that urban riots such as ethnic riots, communal riots, religious riots, and racist riots create territories at local level to claim political territories at national level. Such locations become the laboratory for ethnic nationalism.  Social geography of the city then becomes the predominant force behind urban form and process.

This is suggested using the study of violent Hindu nationalist upheavals in India after Independence and specifically using the study of City of Ahmedabad in Gujarat. Ahmedabad, a city of 4.5 million in western India has become socially and geographically a divided city due to frequent communal riots in the last four decades.  

At a macro level the paper develops these ideas using an analysis of the relationship between post independent secular Indian state and the ideologies of Hindu nationalism. At a micro level the paper presents an analysis of local political, social and spatial structures within the city-as the site of everyday living- where these violent ethnic nationalist struggles are cultured. 
While arguing that restoring livelihoods and mutual interaction in the forms of habitation is most important for building trust among communities- it is also argued that the practice of urban and regional planning and urban politics is very central in imagining such a long term restorative action. The clear implicit argument is that the larger national identity conflicts need to be address in the very localities that they get produced and reproduced.
 Four specific components for action developed in abstract are institutional component, spatial planning, social security, and contingency planning. 
