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Brief

The paper argues that large scale communal riots like the Gujarat Riots of 2002 are implemented through the manipulation of local structures, and hence the practice of urban planning provide with an appropriate disciplinary framework in thinking about a long term solution. The paper goes on to strategize a Planning Project with multiple stake holders and components in institutional restructuring, land use planning, housing policy, and community development.

More

This paper is in general about the relation between urban conflicts and urban space formation process. Urban conflicts such as ethnic conflicts, communal conflicts, religious riots, and racist riots etc either claim territories or create territories; both in a way support each other. Territorial components of these identity politics are mostly given lesser attention when dealing with these. Totalitarian forces sponsor this initially, for their sectarian agendas, to the extent that later these forces run throughout the cross section of the urban daily living and local structures are influenced structurally, leaving the individual human agency lesser choice. Social geography of the city becomes the predominant force behind the urban form, and process.

Specifically, this is an exploration into one such situation in India. The case is Ahmedabad, a city of 4.5 million, the former capital of Gujarat Sate in western India. Ahmedabad is frequented by communal riots for the last four decades. This paper is a discussion on the forms, the causes, and the possible ways to think for a solution and attempts to propose a framework to address such urban conflicts. There are broadly three sections. First section explores the conflicts and its larger socio political context. The second discusses about the relation between city space formation and social geography and the influence this has on the conflicts. The third explores possibilities of problematising the situation for practice of urban planning and design in the city.

The paper takes the position that ethnic riots are not spontaneous but they are predictable, and has a pattern in their making and implementation, and so, can be prevented. It is argued that ethnic riots are implemented through the local structures and nature of urban organization; and dealing with them require dealing with the local urban organization. Urban Planning provides with a useful tool to think about restructuring of these skewed structures due to sectarian agendas and attempt to put human agency back into the urban context for decisions based on reasonable choice. It is proposed that a Special Planning Project which has multi-pronged strategy with involvement from internal and external agencies should be able to achieve physical, social and economic spatial rights of its citizens. The paper goes on to strategize a Planning Project with multiple stake holders and components in institutional restructuring, land use planning, housing policy, and community development and social secutiry.

