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ItAIS’s officers and members express their profound gratitude to Claudio
Ciborra for his commitment to starting and supporting the Italian chapter
of AIS.

Claudio was a co-founder of ItAIS, which he considered an instrument
for the Italian community to join the international discourse on IS. He
brought us his enthusiasm, vision, experience and contacts.

The first ItAIS annual meeting was held in Naples in 2004, chaired by
Claudio, on the issues of what should be included in an IS syllabus and
what are the major themes of research.

Claudio as ItAIS vice president encouraged his young Italian colleagues
to tackle what were the key themes for understanding the relationship
between information systems and organisation. Upon the foundation of
ItAIS thanks to its international contacts Italian Ph.D. students were able
to work for their thesis in London at LSE.

One of his major drivers was to bring the Italian information systems
academic community to an international level and have it participate in
the debates on the issues of the discipline.

Claudio’s academic career was marked by great success abroad and scarce
recognition in Italy, his home country, although in the final stage of his
life an attempt was made to offer him a position adequate to his
international academic standing.

The vision of Claudio in terms of ‘social studies of IT’ has been collected
by ItAIS and it has become a polar star leading our work.

As Vice-President of ItAIS, he encouraged us to organize events with the
maximum degree of openness to young academics in order to have them
to discuss their work in front of more senior colleagues to get hints,
suggestions and encouragement.

This year’s annual meeting of ItAIS still listed his name in the conference
officer list.

Although we miss his physical presence his legacy is very strong and
clear and we will try our best to keep up with it.

About the author

ItAIS is the Italian chapter of the Association for Information Systems
(AIS). Its purpose is to keep together and foster the growth of the Italian IS
community and encourage its member to participate in international
events of the discipline. ItAIS Special Interest Groups cover subjects as
epistemology, design methodologies, e-government, education in IS,
young researchers. It was founded in 2003 by the leading professors of IS
active in teaching and research in the social studies mainly in the business
schools and degree courses in Economics. The success of ItAIS was
widespread and immediate among the Italian community, the 2005
annual meeting in Verona received contributions from all academics active
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in the field of IS. In the executive board of ItAIS all the
major Italian universities are represented: F. Barbini
(University of Bologna), G. Buonanno (LIUC, Castellanza),
C. Ciborra (IULM, Milan), A. D’Atri (Luiss, Roma),
M. De Marco (UCSC, Milan), G. Jacucci (University of

Trento), M. Martinez (University of Naples) M. Missikoff
(CNR, Roma), N. Pennarola (Bocconi, Milan), A. Pontiggia
(University of Cassino).
Web site: http://www.itais.org/
E-mail: itais@luiss.it
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